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Introduction: Context  and Vision  

Motivating Public Investment in Parks  
Parks, open space, and recreational facilities are critical components 

ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦ Parks 

provide social, environmental, and economic benefits. 

¶ Social Benefits: Provide opportunities for exercise, sport, 

social interaction, relaxation, contemplation and education; 

contribute to community culture and aesthetics. 

¶ Environmental Benefits: Absorb storm-water runoff and 

buffer streams; lower ambient air temperature; improve air 

quality; and provide habitat for plants and animals. 

¶ Economic Benefits: Attract skilled labor to live nearby and 

entrepreneurial companies to locate in the vicinity. 

 

(See Appendix C for more information on the benefits of 

parks and open space.) 

Rethinking Parks ɀ A System of Connected Parts 
Parks and open space come in many configurationsτincluding 

traditional playing fields, picnic areas, woodland, stream valleys, 

greenways and trails, neighborhood playgrounds, downtown pocket 

parks, and even green streets. When used together, they can create 

a park system that stretches throughout a City, incorporating 

natural systems into everyday life. 

 

 
Figure 1: Greenways and parkways provide travelways in more natural settings 
and help reduce stresses associated with urban environments 

 

Figure 2: An indoor swimming facility offers year-round exercise and relaxation 
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The Urgent Need for Parks  
The 2005 Report of the Task Force on Open Space Acquisition 

references a passage from the 1964 A Study of Parks and Recreation 

Facilities in Falls Church, VA: 

It is late! In studying the Master Plan of 1956, we find that we have 

gone backward, rather than forward, in acquiring land for park 

purposes. At this time there is so little undeveloped land available 

that the City must take bold steps to acquire any at all, let alone 

what a city of this size and character should have. 

Obviously, this is true even more so today. The table below 

demonstrates that the City has among the fewest acres of local 

parkland per resident and, along with the Town of Vienna, less local 

parkland as a percent of total acreage than any of our other 

neighbors. 

Jurisdiction Acres of Locally 
Owned Parkland per 
1,000 Residents 

Local Parkland as 
Percentage of Total 
Land Area 

City of Falls Church 3.9 3.8% 

Town of Vienna 6.7 3.8% 

City of Fairfax 10.6 6.2% 

City of Alexandria 3.8 5.7% 

Arlington County 4.1 5.5% 

Fairfax County 20.5 9.6% 

Source: [ƻŎŀƭ WǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ Parks Departments

Vision Statement ɀ The Park System of the Future  

Build upon existing parks within the City to develop a well-

maintained, safe, and connected park, open space, and recreation 

system that provides a range of amenities, enhances natural 

ecosystems through the use of green infrastructure, and contributes 

to a sense of place by enhancing and relating to adjacent land uses. 

The above vision statement is composed of the following 

component goals: 

¶ Maintain high quality parks, open space, and recreation 

facilities. 

¶ Acquire new open space for parks and recreation, especially 

rectangular field space and connections between and 

among existing parks. 

¶ Increase/Enhance recreation programs. 

¶ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘe 

habitat and tree canopy, buffer streams, decrease 

stormwater runoff, and enhance air quality. 

¶ LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 

mobility and link parks to each other and to City 

neighborhoods. 

¶ Ensure the safety of parks through increased visibility, 

enhanced patrolling, and lighting. 

¶ Design parks so that they relate to surrounding uses. This 

includes using parks to serve as both buffers and as 

gateways to different land uses and scales of development. 
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Figure 3: Ponds and other water features beautify parks, enhance habitat, and 
provide pleasant settings for park visitors. 

 

Figure 4: A dog park provides opportunities for people and their pets to interact. 

Chapter Organization  
The remainder of this chapter describes the existing conditions, 

ƴŜŜŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ open space, and 

recreation facilities. 

How to Use This Plan 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 

shaping the future of the City. It establishes priorities for parks, 

open space, and recreation planning efforts and projects. This 

chapter also recognizes that implementation must remain flexible 

to changing conditions and that priorities will change. Therefore, 

this chŀǇǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘέ. 

This chapter should be used as a framework for scheduling projects 

and documenting completed projects. The project locations and 

elements described in this chapter are conceptual. Specific location 

and design decisions are intended to be worked out on a project-by-

project basis during implementation. 

Specific tasks in the Plan are scheduled in one of three timeframes: 

short term, medium term, and long term. Those terms refer to the 

following ranges: 

Timeframe Expected Completion 
Short Term 2016 to 2018 

Medium Term 2019 to 2021 
Long Term 2022 or later 

 

In addition to implementation timeframes, specific tasks also 

include cost estimates in both staff costs and dollar costs. Staff costs 

are computed in person-years. For example, a project that requires 
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1.0 Person-Years (PY) could be accomplished by one employee 

working fulltime on the project for one year, by two employees 

each working halftime on the project for one year, or by one 

employee working halftime on the project for two years. 

Development Review  
During development review, developers, staff, and boards and 

commissions should refer to the vision, goals, and strategies 

enumerated in this chapter as well as specific policies and projects. 

Additionally, implementation plans that are adopted pursuant to 

this chapter as well as any implementation plans that are included 

in the chapter by reference should also be considered. All of these 

referenced Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ 

should be used to guide development of the City. A list of these 

plans is included in Appendix A. 

Existing Conditions  

Land Area and Amenities  
The City operates 18 parks including natural open space areas, 

greenways, and designed parks with picnic areas, playground 

equipment, and playing fields. The W&OD Trail right-of-way 

includes a 16.1 acre swath through the City that is maintained by 

the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority (NOVA Parks). The 

Tinner Hill Historic Site is also operated by NOVA Parks. The Map of 

9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ tŀǊƪǎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

facilities. 

 

Figure 5: Small parks provides places to meet with friends and family or simply to 
relax 

 

Figure 6: A disc golf course offers exercise and fun for all ages. 
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Recreation Facilities  
The City has one recreational facility: the Community Center 

complex next to Cherry Hill Park. It features a multi-purpose 

gymnasium, game room, hobby classrooms, and meeting spaces. 

The building also serves as a senior center, teen center, recreation 

center, entertainment center, preschool, informational center, 

emergency shelter, and meeting place for many of the social, club, 

and organizational activities in Falls Church. 

/ƘŜǊǊȅ Iƛƭƭ CŀǊƳƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊƴ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

Department of Recreation and Parks and are used for a variety of 

social and cultural events.  

Falls Church residents also utilize school facilities within the City 

(after school hours) and other facilities in neighboring Arlington and 

Fairfax Counties for recreational and community use. 

Inventory  
Pages 8 through 10 present an inventory of the CitȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 

their amenities. A Master Plan has been developed for all these 

parks, with the exception of Fort Taylor Park. 

 

Figure 7: Playgrounds provide children opportunities for play and social 
interaction. 

 

Figure 8: Attractive streetscapes create public places where people can meet and 
relax 
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